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Have a story to share about how you responded when asked about
home education? I'd love to hear it: ourthrivinghive@gmail.com

WHEN ASKED ABOUT HOME EDUCATION:
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WHEN THE CONVERSATION GETS TRICKY:
Stay cool-Don't take it personally. Whoever you are talking to
probably needs to justify their own parenting choices and
schooling experience.  
Stay humble- Admit that you don't have all the answers.  That you
are doing what's best for your child and your family right now and
are just taking it one year at a time.  
It's ok to walk away- "I guess we will have to agree to disagree."

When asked if you are a teacher: Share your own experience as a
former student or teacher. Ask about their favorite teacher and what
they think the role of teachers should be.

When someone asks if it's legal- Talk about how we are privileged
to be one of the few countries world-wide where parents still have
the freedom to educate as we see fit.  

When someone asks if we follow a curriculum: "Families are free to
follow a curriculum if they choose, but there is also the freedom for
each child to explore more of what they are interested in learning
and, in doing so, they are much more motivated to learn."

When someone asks any variation of "How do they socialize?":
"That's probably the biggest myth about home educating.  I actually
got poor marks in school for socializing in class, but my children
have the freedom to meet up with friends, socialize with children
and adults of all ages, and ask as many questions as they like."

When told, "I could never stay home with my kids": "It's not always
easy, but I feel like my children get more of a childhood than I did,
being over-scheduled and so focused on grades and exams. Plus, I
don't have to do school runs, pack lunches, etc."

When asked about university: "There are endless routes for kids to
get where they need to go, especially with online options, and
University isn't always the best option for every child. However, a
motivated 16 year old can enroll at Open U without any entrance
requirements.  There are also lots of universities with Foundation
Year programs." 

When asked if you "like" home education:  Uh... be honest?

When you're in a hurry and someone asks the kids are on holiday:
"Yep." And keep walking.    
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